
Animal Whisperer 
Explore how animals communicate and make your own animal language.  

In this challenge, you get to be a junior ranger who works in a national park (or a zoo) and helps 
the animals there. As a ranger, you have learned a lot of things about animals and how they 
communicate with each other. And now, you will get a chance to go even further and help teach 
an animal how to communicate more.  
 
So, let’s get started on our exciting journey!  

How and why do animals communicate? 
Animal communication is the exchange of information between two or more animals. Animals 
communicate in a lot of different ways, of which sound is one of the most common ways. Here 
are some ways animals communicate: 

● Auditory: Animals make different sounds to warn others of danger or to attract mates.  
● Visual: Animals can use gestures, body language or coloration to convey information to 

others.  
● Chemicals: Animals leave trails of chemicals that other animals can smell. One example 

where animals use chemicals (also called pheromones) is to mark their territory.  
● Touch: Animals also communicate by touch like when they fight or when they groom 

each other.  
 
Can you think of examples of how animals communicate and fill out the table below? 
 

Reason Examples (think of different forms: auditory, visual, chemicals, touch) 

Food  

Predator/Danger  

Social  

Territory  
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Meerkat: Using different warning sounds 
 

Meerkats are small burrowing animals that live in deserts in southern Africa. They are 
highly social animals that live in colonies.  
 
Meerkats use a fairly sophisticated language to communicate with each other. Their 
sounds include chirrups, trills, growls and barks and different sounds have different 
meanings. Some sounds are used to warn other members of danger while others are 
used for socializing.  
 
Watch the following video (How to Speak Meerkat | BBC Earth) to see how Meerkats 
use a range of sounds to convey a threat and it’s urgency: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NokF599u1Ck 

 

What sounds does  your animal make? 
As a junior ranger you have been given a task to help one of the animals in the park. Can you 
choose an animal that you would like to help more? It could be an animal that you already like 
and want to learn more about, as long as it’s an animal that communicates in different ways 
including sounds. You might need to do some research for this section. 
 
My Animal: ____________________________________________ 
 
Can you list the different sounds that your animal makes? 

Sound When is the sound used? 
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Teaching New Words 
One way you will help your animal is by training it to communicate more than it already does. 
Yes, we know that it may not really be possible but just imagine for a second that your animal is 
indeed trainable.  
 
Can you find at least 3 ways to combine two or more sounds that your animal makes to 
create a new “word” that your animal? In what situation would your animal use this new “word”? 
Make sure that the new word is useful in some way for your animal.  
 

New “word” In what situation would your animal use this word? 

  

  

  

 
It turns out that your animal might only be able to learn one of the new words and not all three 
that you came up with. If you had to choose just one new “word”, which one would you pick and 
why? 
 
 
My new word: ____________________________________________ 
 
Reason for picking this word : ____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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Teaching New Behaviours 
Now that your animal has learned a new word to use in it’s language, it’s time to teach it some 
more things so it can communicate with you better! 
 
First let’s list ways that your animal uses gestures or other methods to communicate with other 
animals.  
 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________________________________ 

 
Can you extend or modify a behavior or a gesture that your animal is capable of doing so that 
it can communicate its needs better with you?  

New gesture/behavior What does the new behavior or gesture mean? 

  

  

  

 
 
Which one of these new gestures or behaviors is the most important to teach your animal and 
why? 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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Animal Demonstration 
It’s finally time for park visitors to learn more about your animal. In the space below, make a 
flyer to invite people to come and learn about your animal, including how you have trained them. 
What would you highlight in your flyer so people get curious and want to come to your demo? 
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