
The Last Laugh 
Improve literacy and creativity while making puns and funny jokes.  

Who doesn’t like a good laugh? Not only can jokes make you feel better when you are down, 
they are also a great way to build your creative intelligence! In this lesson, you will learn about 
different kinds of wordplay and make your own jokes and puns.  
 
This is also our last lesson for this school year so use the skills you learn here with impunity 
(ahem!) and have a laughter filled summer. Now let’s get ready for some groans and giggles! 
 
 

Humor and Creativity  

 Did you know that humor and creativity are well connected? Creativity involves 
connecting different ideas in a way that's original and useful.  

Humor works the same way. Jokes and puns find a way to connect two different 
ideas or words in a novel way, or sometimes in a misleading way, so that when 
you get to the punch line the audience gets a refreshing surprise. Once they 
understand the connection, which wasn’t obvious in the first place, it releases 
dopamine in the brain and creates an aha moment! 
 

😂
 

Useful terms 
● Pun: A humorous use of words that emphasize different meanings or contexts. 
● Synonym: A word or a phrase that means the same as another word or phrase.  
● Homophones: Words that have the same pronunciation but different meanings or 

spellings. 
● Homographs: Words that are spelled the same but may have different meanings and 

pronunciations.  
● Figurative Language: Use of a word or a phrase that creates an image or association 

beyond the strict (literal) meaning of the words.  
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Day 1: Homophones  
Homophones are words that sound the same but have different meanings. For example, ‘hair’ 
and ‘hare’ are homophones.  
 
An easy trick to making puns using homophone is to use the words as synonyms. For example, 
find a phrase that uses one of the words (e.g ‘hair brush’) and swap it with it’s homophone 
(‘hare brush’). The joke now starts to come together: 

Q: What do rabbits use to comb their fur? 
A: A hare brush! 

 
Note, that we used synonyms of hare (rabbit), comb (brush) and hair (fur) in the question so as 
not to give away any part of the answer and make it easy to guess! 
 
Here are some other homophones to get you started: 
 

bored, board pair, pear plain, plane steel, steal 

hole, whole right, write stair, stare way, weigh 
 
 
Can you come up with some interesting puns using homophones? Feel free to use the list 
above or come up with your own.  
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Day 2: Homographs  
Homographs are words that have the same spelling but mean different things and may be 
pronounced differently. For example, the word ‘plaque’ can mean two things - a flat, 
commemorative tablet or a sticky deposit on teeth.  
 
To make puns using homographs, you need to find a way to associate the two meanings of the 
word. If the connection is unexpected, the audience will find the joke surprising and funny. Here 
is an example: 

Q: What did the dentist of the year get? 
A: A little plaque! 

 
Use the table below to write down your jokes using homographs. Can you come up with two 
other homographic words to make your puns?  
 

Word Pun 

Ruler 
(leader, device to measure 

length ) 

 

Duck 
(bird, move down quickly ) 

 

Tear 
(rip, drop of salty liquid secreted 

by eyes ) 
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Day 3: Synonyms 
Let’s try another way to make some silly riddles! First, pick a topic (pig, dog etc) and find 
synonyms. It’s best to use one or two syllable synonyms. Then remove the first letter (or the first 
few letters) from the synonym and find words that start with the remaining letters. Put the letters 
back and make a question to go with it.  
 
Can you make more silly riddles using synonyms? The first one has some examples for you. 

 
Pig 

 
(Synonyms: Ham, hog, pork, 
swine) 

 
(h)amnesia, (h)ambulance 

● What do you call it when a 
pig loses memory? 

● How do you take a pig to 
the hospital? 

 
 
 

 
Dog 

 
(Synonyms: Pup, cur) 
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Day 4: Rhymes 
Rhyming puns rely on words that sound similar but have different meanings. The pun becomes 
funny when you find a way to associate the two words by using the context of one word and 
swapping it with the other.  
 
Here’s an example that uses the rhyming words ‘parking’ and ‘barking’: 

Q: How did you keep your dog out of the streets? 
A: I took her to the Barking lot! 

 
Can you find rhyming words and find a way to connect them to make a pun? You can use a 
rhyming dictionary (like rhymer or rhymezone) to help you find more rhyming words.  

Word Joke 

save 
(rhymes: shave, grave, brave) 

 

rhyme 
(rhymes: crime, chime, slime) 

 

beach 
(rhymes: bleach, reach, peach) 
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Day 5: Figurative language 
Figurative language is when you use a word or a phrase that creates an image or association 
beyond the strict meaning of the words. Figurative language consists of expressions like similes, 
metaphors, idioms and more. For example, the phrase ‘to get cold feet’ means to lose 
confidence and not that the temperature of one’s feet dropped.  
 
You can make funny jokes by using idioms and other figurative language expressions by using 
them in a more literal way. For example: 

Q: Why didn’t the polar bear go for his music audition? 
A: He got cold feet! 

 
Use the figurative phrases in the table to make your jokes. Can you come up with two other 
examples of figurative language and jokes for them?  
 

Phrase Joke 

‘it hit me’ 
(have a sudden realization) 

 

‘to let off steam’ 
(celebrate or relax to de-stress) 

 

‘the final straw’ 
(last in a series of bad things to 
make someone angry or upset) 
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